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1) The Show 
A funny and quirky show for adults and children 6 and up. 

Beware the candy toss! 
Not suitable for sensitive souls, vegetarians and shawm-resistant ears. 

 
 

The traditional Lorraine story of Saint 
Nicholas is told with a twist through 
traditional Taiwanese glove puppetry.  The 
bloodthirsty butcher kills each of the three 
children in a rather absurd manner while 
the spirit of a pig (formerly butchered by 
the host) tells us the story in rhymes. 
Luckily, good old Saint Nicholas arrives 
seven years later to bring the three darlings 
back to life. But the warning signs of 
Alzheimer’s foreshadow a few problems… 	

	

  

 



 

2) The Workshop 
After the show, young and old will have the opportunity to hold a Taiwanese puppet in their hands 
and learn a few basic movements. They be able to smell the camphor wood in which the heads are 
sculpted and feel the built-in balance so crucial to the movements. The audience will also be able 
to ask all the questions they have and come behind the stage to explore the “wings”. 

-Up to 50 people at a time- 
 

 

   
 

  



3) The Artistic Team 
HOLD UP! Company was created in 2016 in Nancy, France with the goal of promoting puppetry. 
It is focused mostly on Asian puppetry, specifically Taiwanese glove puppetry and shadow 
puppetry, and aims to create a dialog between those age-old techniques and the French 
contemporary stage. Its peculiarity lies in the crossing of several media: costume, puppetry and 
music, expressive forms dear to the artistic director, who trained first in violin at the Nancy 
conservatoire, then in theatre design at Central Saint Martin’s College of London, and finally with 
a Taiwanese puppet master in Taiwan. The desire to create a unity between these three passions 
through live theatre allows the company to find a unique place on the French contemporary 
scene. All performances are available in French and English. 
 
Puppeteer and director: Lucie Cunningham 
Lucie studied theater design at the renowned Saint Martin's 
College in London. After graduating in 2003, she remained in 
London to work as a costume designer. During this time, she 
discovered puppetry at the Little Angel Theater and fell in love 
with it. After meeting someone who knew her master to be, 
Lucie got the opportunity to go learn traditional Taiwanese 
puppetry. So in 2006, she went to Taipei and ended up staying 
there six years. During that time, she discovered the culture of 
this ancient art form and learnt the secrets or manipulating, but 
also carving, embroidering and painting the beautiful puppets 
under the watchful eye of her master Chen Xi-Huang. She   
performed in Taiwan but also toured in Japan, France, Canada and Turkey. Lucie also had a chance to go for an 
internship in China and learnt some shadow puppetry with the great master Wei in Xi-An, and while in Taipei 
discovered the unique shadow technique created by the renowned American puppeteer Larry Reed. After meeting 
her husband in 2011, she moved to Texas. In Austin, she worked as a first hand in the costume shop of the Mary Moody 
Northern Theater and also performed with the puppet companies "Glass Half Full" and "Trouble Puppet.” But after 
giving birth to two boys, Lucie and her husband decided to go to France and settle there. Lucie now works in Nancy 
as a costume designer and puppeteer, pursuing these careers simultaneously. Theatrum Mundi is her third creation 
within HOLD UP!, and she is in the process of creating a new musical performance planned for late 2022. 
 
Puppeteer: Marion Vedrenne 

 

Puppeteer and fine artist, Marion builds and brings bodies to life: 
foreign to life, foreign to being human. Bodies ranging from 
everyday objects to string puppets. Trained at the Parisian Théâtre 
aux Mains Nues then at the Théâtre du Mouvement, Marion also 
has a theater degree (B.A. equivalent) from the Sorbonne Nouvelle 
in Paris III. She is currently an associated artist to En verre et Contre 
Tout company at the L.E.M. theater in Nancy. 

 
 

 

 



 

4) Technique 
Number of people on tour: 
2 puppeteers 
1 production manager 
 
Stage technique: 
Puppet stage dimensions : 40 cm deep x 103 cm large x 185 cm 
high. 
Minimum space required: 1m50 large x 1m50 deep 
Flat, level floor required 
 
Electrical needs : One 220v plug 
Set up time: 1h  
Strike time: 1/2H 
House Seating: 50- 100 
 
Length: 20 minutes + 20 minutes for a basic manipulation 
workshop 
All ages 6 and up 
Can be performed in all types of indoor spaces (stage, hall, 
classroom…) and outside 

 
Supported by the L.E.M. 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.compagnieholdup.com 
Production : margot millotte 
06 17 81 59 73 

Artistic direction : Lucie Cunningham 
06 72 68 46 87 

 
 

 
 

COMPAGNIE HOLD UP ! 
14, rue du cheval blanc 
54000 NANCY, france 
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compagnieholdup@gmail.coM 


